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   Taking a snapshot in time, May 2 provides a great picture of the many ways 
our programs contribute. 
   Starting our “tour” at the Kukui Center, the Real World event hosted by the 
Hawaii Foster Youth Coalition brought more than 30 youth to learn about 
the skills needed to survive on their own. Volunteer mentors and community 
partners from the Rotary Club of Honolulu, Bank of Hawaii, Hale Kipa, 
Locations LLC, the Pasedian Foundation, Lindsey Consulting and Family 
Programs Hawaii guided the youth through activities geared to teaching them 
about budgeting, money management, seeking employment, finding hous-
ing and transportation and other crucial skills. Teens from the Hawaii Foster 
Youth Coalition, Hale Kipa, Kids Hurt Too Hawaii, the Susannah Wesley  
Alternative School, and Hawaii Youth Challenge Academy  participated.

   A few miles away, Hawaii Literacy was participating in the Hawaii Book and Music 
Festival on the grounds of the Downtown Civic area. Their booth and displays were geared 
to highlight their services and provide information and books to parents and families about 
the importance of reading and fostering a love of books.
   Moving to Manoa, the Learning Disabilities Association of Hawaii (LDAH) was one 
of the sponsors of the“SPIN” (Special Parent Information Network) conference held annu-
ally at the University of Hawaii. This conference, which attracted more than 300 partici-

pants was geared to teaching parents, families and 
professionals who work with children with disabili-
ties how to access appropriate services. This year’s 
theme was on health as well as educational issues.  
   That evening, the Mediation Center of the 
Pacific, held their annual fundraiser, “Under the 
Mediation Moon,” at the Hawaii Convention Cen-
ter celebrating the 36th anniversary of their found-  
 ing. Executive Director Tracey Wiltgen was among  
the honorees who helped guide this very important 
program to its landmark birthday. This was their  

            largest event yet bringing more than 375 people to-
gether to celebrate their many programs that have such a positive impact on the community.
   Lots going on and that’s just one day out of 365. We are so proud of the many ways the 
Kukui Center is helping children and families in our community.

From the Kukui Center to the 
Community: Great Things Happen

Hawaii Literacy Volunteers Joe and Patti Shannon

Mediation Center Executive Director,Tracey Wiltgen

Breanna Fetters from LDAH

Mentors assist youth in job search and interview skills during Real World.
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   On Saturday, April 18th, 2015, the 8th Annual Marshallese Edu-
cation Day (MED) took place at the McCoy Pavilion. Nearly 500 
members of the Marshallese community and their supporters came 
together to recognize the academic achievement of 51 middle and 
high school Marshallese students who maintained a GPA of 3.0 or 
higher for two consecutive quarters.  
   Joining the event were distinguished guest speakers from the 
DOE, Republic of the Marshall Islands government, cultural leaders 
from the community and various service providers from around 
the island, one of those including  Margartia Cholymay and Joanne 
Loeak from the Hawaii Immigrant Justice Center @ Legal Aid 
Sociey of Hawaii. The service providers' purpose is to connect Mar-
shallese parents and students to the multitude of resources available 
around them & to encourage them to utilize said resources.
   This has been the second year that HIJC of Legal Aid has been 
involved with MED.  More than two hundred Legal Aid brochures 
were distributed during the event.
 “Marshallese Education Day has been the highlight of my middle 
and high school years. The high you get when you know your hard 
work has paid off is beyond anything else. To receive recognition 
especially as a minority has been the push start I needed to become 
confident enough take risks that have led to my success in school.”
-Faith Loeak (UH Manoa freshman, recipient of the MED award)

   “The recognition of my son, Juan, by the MED program has given  
us a sense of accomplishment and motivated us to keep striving for 
success and a brighter future. Thank you HIJC for connecting me to 
the event!” -Ursulla Getty (Former HIJC client)
   Participating in MED event not only helped HIJC of Legal Aid 
reach out to the Marshallese community but also resulted in being 
able to connect clients to the event. It was an honor to provide  ser-
vices at Marshallese Education Day and to help them achieve their 
goal of partnering Marshallese parents and students together as one.

Students honored at Marshallese Education Day

Summer Reading helps keiki do well in school

   Did you know many keiki, especially from lower-income back-
grounds, actually LOSE reading skills over the summer? Hawaii Lit-
eracy helps hundreds of keiki be ready for the next school year with 
Summer Reading programs that make reading fun and beneficial!
   Research has shown that if a child reads 8 or more books at read-

ing level, this “summer backslide” can be prevented and a child can 
even gain reading skills and return to school ready to learn! 
   Each summer day, keiki in our Family Libraries and Bookmobile 
programs read for at least 20-30 minutes from selected books on six 
levels. Every parent and caregiver can do the same by making sure 
there are books on hand and setting 15-30 minutes (depending on 
age) on most days for keiki to read. The Public Libraries, Goodwill, 
Friends of the Libraries book sales, or swapping books with other 
families are all great resources to borrow or buy inexpensive books. 
Use simple rules like ‘Five Fingers’ or ‘Goldilocks’ to help you or your 
child pick just the right level books. (online or at hawaiiliteracy.org)
   To encourage keiki to meet a reading goal, register them in a Sum-
mer Reading Program to track books they read. The Public Libraries 
have a free program with prizes open to all children. Hawaii Literacy’s 
goal is for every child in our programs to read at least 8 books during 
summer break. Help every child in your life do the same! 

2014 Summer Reading Program winners at Kuhio Park inspire participants in 2015. 

Faith Loeak speaks at Marshallese Education Day
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Students honored at Marshallese Education Day

Summer Reading helps keiki do well in school

   My name is Brianne Nagamine and I have been a part of the “Real World” event for five years. It made 
a big difference for me when I started living on my own at age 17.    
   This year I got to work side by side with sponsors and volunteers who helped me organize this year’s 5th 
annual Real World event on May 2nd.  As a participant from age 15, I learned a lot of about banking, 
budgeting, job skills, housing and more.  I learned about making wise choices by choosing needs over the 
wants. 
   My favorite part about this event is when the career mentor speakers and inspirational youth speakers 
talk about their life experiences. It motivates me and the other youth participants to believe we can ac-
complish our goals. This event is really helpful for foster youth and at risk youth like myself because most 
of us grew up not having independent living skills to be able to successfully transition into adulthood. 
   I felt that this year’s event was a big success for my first time being in charge. We had 32 youth par-
ticipants and 50 volunteers. I am thankful for all the sponsors who donated food, supplies, prizes and 
funding.  All the volunteers who donated their valuable time to support the youth made it possible for 
the youth to learn from their successes.

   On Saturday, April 18, 2015, a musical group of students from Pu-
nahou Middle School decided to join the conversation and support 
Hawai‘i Says NO MORE, an initiative to end domestic violence and 
sexual assault, in Hawai‘i.  
   With a focus on NO MORE BULLYING, The Ponos and their 
parents executed a beautiful benefit concert at Coffee Talk in Kaimu-
ki.  Performing both original and cover songs, The Ponos used their 
gift of music to introduce Hawai‘i Says NO MORE to a new com-
munity of supporters. Guests were in awe of such young talent and 
could only pry themselves away at a quick intermission to take their 

photos in the Hawai‘i Says NO MORE photo booth.  
   With over 100 adults and children in attendance, 100% of the net 
proceeds have benefitted Hawai‘i Says NO MORE. The Joyful Heart 
Foundation is proud to be part of over a dozen government and non-
profit organizations that guide Hawai‘i Says NO MORE. 
   Visit hawaiisaysnomore.org to view the full photo album, and 
please visit our social media accounts to keep up to date with all of 
our events and activities:
Facebook: Hawai’i Says NO MORE, Twitter: @HIsaysNOMORE 
Instagram: @hawaiisaysnomore

Foster youth learn to choose "Needs" 
over "Wants" at Real World Event

Punahou students perform to benefit "Hawaii Says No More"

Above: The Ponos put on a concert at Coffee Talk to raise awareness about "Hawaii Says No More."
Left: Youth share their "No More" at the photo booth.

Hawaii Foster Youth Coalition President 
Brianne Nagamine shares how the Real 
World event impacted her life.
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Ace Security and Locksmiths•	
After School Art •	
Alston Hunt Floyd & Ing  •	
ALTRES •	
American Massage Therapy •	
Association-Hawaii Chapter
Anthology Marketing Group•	
Brasserie du Vin•	
Carr, Gouveia, Matsumoto •	
CPA's 
HACBED •	  
Hagadone Printing  •	
Hawaii Digi Doc  •	
Hawaii Self Storage  •	
Hawaii USA Federal Credit •	
Union           
Law Offices of Neal K. Aoki•	
Learn to Love Yoga•	
Michael Powell Art•	
Nathan J. Richards + Associates •	
Seymour Kazimirski•	
The Bead Gallery  •	
YMCA of Honolulu•	

Aloha United Way •	
Evans Fund •	
Friends of Hawaii Charities•	
Ili1Ili Fund of the                  •	
Hawaii Community Foundation
Jhamandas Watumull Fund•	
Na Lei Aloha Foundation•	

Donations of Services

Donations of Funds

   The Kukui Center's Com-
munity Partners are a tremen-
dous support.  Many of them 
came together and pitched 
in to help the Hawaii Foster 
Youth Coalition's annual "Real 
World" event become a reality. 
Habilitat provided, set up and 
broke down tents, tables, and 
chairs. Soda and juice from 
Pepsi Beverages Inc.'s monthly 

donation were served. Altres donated binders, pens and calculators. Aunty Sally 
donated clothes for the youth who organized the event. Islander Group's donations 
were given to youth as prizes. And HawaiiUSA Federal Credit Union contributed 
pens, fans and notebooks. It is because of generous partners and their contributions, 
that small organizations with limited resources can make an event like "Real World" 
happen each year. 

  Four youth graduated from 
the spring session of  Kids 
Hurt Too Hawaii's mentoring 
program "You Are In Charge", 
an eight week series of classes 
hosted by Community Part-
ner Seymour Kazimirski, 
the President/CEO of Global 
Consulting. Youth ages 17-21 

participate in weekly sessions with Seymour who guides them through a "Ladder of 
Success" that helps them focus on finding their passion, setting personal career goals 
and planning for the future.
   One of the graduates, Hawaii Foster Youth Coalition President Brianne Nagamine,  
was chosen from over 156 applicants for an internship in Washington, DC this sum-
mer. She will be working in the office of Senator Brian Schatz advocating for public 
policies related to foster youth.
   The next "Your Are In Charge" series will start in September. Please contact Kids 
Hurt Too Hawaii at 545-5683 or fosteryouthspeak@gmail.com for more information.

Youth take charge of their futures

Community Partners support 
HFYC Real World event

Seymour Kazimirski celebrates with "You Are in Charge" graduates 



Auntie Sally's •	

Big City Diner•	  

Central Pacific Bank•	

Hawaii Association of Legal       •	
Administrators
Honolulu Sign Company•	

Islander Group•	

Pepsi Beverages Company•	

Soderholm Bus Sales and      •	
Leasing

Vim and Vigor•	  

Arcadia Retirement Residence•	

Bruce McEwan •	  

Habilitat, Inc. •	

Hands in Helping Out•	

Hawaii Association of Legal •	
Administrators

Junior League Sustainers•	

Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority•	

Luke Center for Public Service  •	
at Punahou School

Rotary Club of Downtown •	
Honolulu            

Trees of Hawaii •	

Waianae HS Skills USA Club•	

Winners Camp Foundation•	

Donations of Goods

Volunteers, Service Clubs and 
Non-Profit Organizations

Our Collaborations 5

  The leadership team of Kukui Center 
(KC) executive directors finds different 
ways to further the collaboration at the 
KC and enhance services for the children 
and families who come through our 
doors. For example, our newsletter comes 
to you on a quarterly basis with news of 
the important work our programs do. 
   But it's not all work. Agencies take 
turns hosting quarterly potlucks so that 
staff from all of the programs can come 

together to eat lunch, socialize, play 
some games and have a welcomed break 
in their busy days. The hosting agencies 
don't just make some food and serve it, 
they take it to another level. They choose 
a theme and serve dishes and plan games 
around it. At our spring event, Learn-
ing Disabilities Association of Hawaii, 
Hale Kipa and Joyful Heart Foundation 
kicked off the 2015 series with a "fiesta 
grande". 

Kukui staff gather to 
work and play together

Top Row: (L)Potluck organizers pose in the photos booth. (R)Potluck lunch according to the Fiesta Grande 
theme. Middle Row: (L)Staff from all the agencies sit together for lunch and a short program. (R)Kukui 
Childrens Foundation Executive Director Judy Lind congratulates Brianne Nagamine for being selected for an 
internship in Washington, DC. Bottom Row: Pin the Tail on the Donkey game and winners.
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   Over the past several years, requests for mediation services have 
grown by 15% and new programs created to meet current commu-
nity needs, including a paternity mediation program for unmarried 
couples with children and a Comprehensive Divorce Mediation 
Program to help divorcing couples work through all of the issues 
required to finalize their divorce.  To more effectively manage the 
large volume of cases, ensure quality services are provided and remain 
efficient, the Mediation Center of the Pacific (Mediation Center) is 

   May is the month when we traditionally celebrate mothers, and 
recently Hale Kipa did just that. Many of the youth that we serve in 
our Independent Living and Imua Kakou Programs are parents.    
   With some funds from the agency as well as donations from Kukui 

 The Mediation Center is moving to the Cloud

Young moms enjoy Mother's Day celebration
Center supporters and several local businesses, Hale Kipa hosted 
a Mother’s Day luncheon at the Kukui Center for several of our 
young mothers.
   Mothers engaged with their children in craft projects and getting 
to “shop” at a boutique set up for the day featuring both women’s 
and children’s clothing. The children played on the Kukui play-
ground with Hale Kipa staff while their mothers were pampered 
with massages and makeup application. 
   Later, the mothers enjoyed a lovely buffet lunch complete with 
selection of decadent cupcakes in a variety of yummy flavors that 
were donated by a local bakery. At the end of the afternoon, the 
moms were reunited with their children for a family photo shoot.  
They went home that day with gift bags and roses for the moms and 
goodie bags for their kids, and hopefully with Mother’s Day memo-
ries that will last a lifetime!

reorganizing operations and integrating more modernized technology 
into how it does business. 
   Thanks to the generous support of the Atherton Family Foun-
dation, Hawaii Community Foundation, the Michael Nauyokas 
Innovation and Excellence in Mediation Fund and other private sup-
porters, a new cloud-based email system has already been created and 
on July 1, new cloud-based case management and fund development 
programs will be launched.  Together these changes will increase 
efficiency, reduce paper usage and simplify procedures leading to 
better client support and services.  The new case management system 
will allow for significant time savings and control over information.  
Equally significant, it will ensure that all information is captured and 
is easily accessible for purposes of analyzing services and collating 
outcomes for funding reports.  
   Once the data collection and fund development information are 
moved to the cloud, next steps will include a website facelift and 
maybe even twitter and Facebook.  The possibilities are endless!  The 
Mediation Center Board of Directors and staff are grateful to the 
generous funders whose financial support have made the moderniza-
tion of the Mediation Center possible.

Hale Kipa moms gathered in the Hawaii Foster Youth Coalition space to enjoy a relax-
ing Mother's Day celebration with spa services, lunch and activities for the children.

New technology will help staff and volunteers, such as those pictured above who 
attended the opening of the Senate which included a special recognition of the Media-
tion Center of the Pacific and the important difference it makes in the community.
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   The magic at the Kukui Center continues to bless Hawaii’s most 
vulnerable children, orphans, foster children, abused and neglected 
children and children impacted by domestic violence and incarcera-
tion of a parent.  
   Children’s primary way of coping with grief and trauma is through 
play. Play is a healing activity. Some people think that when children 
go play during a crisis it means that they are unaffected. In fact, it 
means they are overwhelmed.  They go play because it helps them 
cope. Services at Kids Hurt Too Hawaii are oriented around the 
therapeutic value of play.  
   The Kukui Children’s Foundation donated a new basketball hoop.  
It is up and bringing joy to children. Basketball is played a lot be-
cause many children learned how to play from the parent that they 
are missing or it connects them to fun times. In addition, it provides 
release of tension in the large muscles that builds up from stress.   

   If you stop by Family Promise on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday 
afternoon you can see parents and children participating in Zumba 
classes as part of a grant from the HMSA Foundation. Last year, we 
started offering Zumba and yoga classes for our families in an effort 
to promote a healthier lifestyle. In addition to the classes, the Ex-
panded Food and Nutrition Education Program through the USDA 
has Saturday nutrition classes throughout the year which teaches 
parents how to prepare healthy, nutritious meals. 
   Watching parents enjoy a fitness class together is incredibly heart-

Family Promise guests practice healthy living

warming to see. Parents are laughing and dancing while having a 
great time doing a family activity. Exercise has proven to relieve stress 
and that is something our families can truly benefit from – stress 
relief.  Here is what some of our families are saying about the classes:
"Yoga relaxed and stretched me, getting me to utilize my muscles I 
would not normally work-on on a day-to-day basis."
“I am very proud that I do Zumba.  It is very important to all the 
families.  I am very thankful for it because I see myself changing a 
lot.”

Play is therapy, helping children release tension

   Children have to play.  It is how they communicate.  At Kids Hurt 
Too Hawaii there are many toys and crafts supplies.  The Kukui 
Center built a playground and take care of it knowing children need 
that resource.  Much gratitude is owed to all the other programs 
in the building for their patience and acceptance of the noise that 
comes with children at play. 

During peer support groups, Kids Hurt Too Hawaii takes children to the playground.



Family Promise 
of Hawaii

Resources for homeless 
families with children 

(808) 548-7478
www.familypromisehawaii.org

Hawaii Foster Youth 
Coalition

Advocacy and indepen-
dent living skills training 

for foster youth
(808) 545-5683 

www.grievingyouth.org

Learning 
Disabilities 

Association of 
Hawaii

Training center for 
parents of 

children with disabilities
(808) 536-9684

www.LDAHawaii.org

Mediation Center 
of the Pacific

Conflict resolution 
for cases 

involving children 
and others

 (808) 521-6767
www.mediatehawaii.org

Hawaii Immigrant 
Justice Center at 

LASH
Legal services for

immigrant victims of  
abuse and domestic 

violence
(808) 536-4302 

www.hijcenter.org

Hale Kipa
Outreach services for 

child abuse victims in, or 
transitioning out of, 
foster care to become 

independent
(808) 853-4660 

www.halekipa.org

Board of 
Directors

If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please send your email address to lgershun@kukuicenter.org.

Kukui Children's Foundation
245 North Kukui Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

www.kukuicenter.org

Kids Hurt Too
Support for grieving 
children who have 

lost a parent
 (808) 545-5683 

or (808) 256-3176 
www.kidshurttoo.org

Our Family Of Social Services

Joyful Heart 
Foundation

Helping victims of child 
abuse, domestic violence 

and sexual assault
 (808) 532-3520 

www.joyfulheartfoundation.org

Summer  2015

Hawaii Literacy
Literacy and lifelong 

learning services 
(808) 537-6706

www.hawaiiliteracy.org
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President

Clyde Namu'o
Vice President

Pat Kay
Secretary

Suzanne Chun Oakland
Sue Landon
Geri Marullo
Jim Reinhardt

Vicky Schneider

Karen K. White     
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Judy Lind
Executive Director

John Garibaldi
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Lorraine Gershun   
Community Partners 
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